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The Apple Tree 
I remember this tree, 
its white flowers all unfallen. 
It's the fall, the unfallen apples 
hold their brightness 
a little longer into the blue air, hold the idea 
that they can be brighter. 
We create without turning, 
without looking back, without ever 
really knowing we create. 
Having tasted 
the first flower of the first spring 
we go on, 
we don't turn again 
until we touch the last flower of the last spring. 
And that day, fondling 
each grain one more time, like the overturned hourglass. 
we die 
of the return-streaming of everything we have lived. 
When the fallen apple rolls 
into the grass, the apple worm 
stops. then goes 
all the way through and looks out 
at the creation unopposed, the world 
made entirely of lovers. 
Or else there is no such thing as memory. 
or else there are only the empty branches, 
only the blossoms upon them, 
only the apples. 
that sti11 grow full. 
that sti11 fail into brightness. 
G a l w a y  K i n n e l l  
t h a t  s t i l l  i n v e n t  p a s t  t h e i r  o w n  d e c a y  t h e  d r e a m  
t h e y  c a n  b e  b r i g h t e r ,  
t h a t  s t i l l  
t h a t  s t i l l  
T h e  o n e  w h o  h o l d s  s t i l l  a n d  l o o k s  o u t ,  
a l o n e  
o f  a l l  o f  u s ,  
t h a t  o n e  m a y  d i e  m o s t l y  o f  h a p p i n e s s .  
C j a l w a y  J \ i n n e l l ,  P u l i t z e r  P r i z e  w i n n i n g  p o e t  a n d  f o r m e r  
M a c A r t h u r  F e l l o w .  r e a d  h i s  w o r k  a s  p a r t  o f  P o e t r y  N i g h t  
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t h e  a u t h o r .  
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